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Brought to you by Poptential

P t t.. lr.. Get FREE standards-based lessons, videos, quizzes, bellringers and more that
op entia include pop culture references to keep your social studies students engaged!
Content is available for World History, American History, Economics, and

Government!

As | entered my 22nd year as a teacher, | found myself teaching high school
World History for the first time. | was searching for an online platform for my
curriculum that fit my personal teaching style. It needed to be engaging for my

students, exciting to teach, and something that felt like “me.”

At the suggestion of a colleague, | looked into Poptential, an online suite of free
social studies content that ties in pop culture. | must say, | immediately knew I'd
struck gold. The platform is 100% free and includes a blend of short video clips
and text so | can reach the different learning styles of my students. The best part?
Throughout the lessons, you’ll find clips from movies and shows, memes, and
modern references that your students can relate to. As a music and movie lover, |
knew that this curriculum would work for both me and my students. You'll find
references from Parks and Rec, Anchorman, Miracle on Ice, Moana, House of Cards,

and so much more.

My favorite Poptential resources

= Bell ringers based on modern media: Poptential has history bell ringers for every day
of the school year (most have video clips included!). These modern media topics
quickly draw my students in at the start of class. Some topics include Vince Lombardi’s

fight for equality, the history of MTV, the evolution of the Secret Service, and SNL's

debut. | have to set a timer or we'd easily lose ourselves in this section of our lesson!

On Dctober 11, 1975, the soctal commentary comedy show called Saturday Night Live (or SNL for short) hit the screen. It is wedely considersd o be one of the most successiul broadeast telavis|an
shiows of all time—and for pood reason. Even in its early days, the culture of SN began to seep inta Amencan soclety, by takin £ political jabs at presadents, prominent business leaders, and
colebrities themselves. SHL was somathing of a modern version of political caroons, Arguably the most popular form of political satire, political cartoons put most every political figure under the
scruting of their critical eya, Watch on of the vary first shete hed to be shown an the show, which presented then president, Gerald Ford as a bumbling, clumsy, feol SNLU's parorayal of Ford almast
cartainly played a role in his defost by Jimemy Carter the fodlowimg year.

= |ndividual lessons with popular movie clips and memes: Topics are broken into lesson
modules. | cover one lesson per day, and there is a wealth of information! | find that
Poptential includes videos that lure my students into the topic at hand and can give a
relatable visual to what they are specifically learning. These lessons include little to no
prep time for me (a huge plus!). You can find ready-to-go lessons in World History,
Economics, Government, and American History. Students loved when we learned

about Polynesia and watched a portion of Moana and Hawaii Five-O!

g

':' ] & O lfapp poptentisl orgiereadenfi0hUouSG YFkhwm Y OvAW TchaplerJUID=18REhdIBMOLTA0yBmadgn ¢ |

Poptential

The settlement of Polynesia was the final phase of human migration that began 200,000 years ago, a5 it is the furthest and most difficult land to reach. The Polynesians dﬂdﬂp!d hmu:ﬂlng
navigational skills using litle to no technology and only basic vehicles, They used a double canoe made of two hulls, typically fifty to sixty feet long, that were connected with crossing beams of
wood. A platform was then laid over these beams, providing storage, working space, and sleeping space, Each individual canoe could carry roughly two dozen people and thelr supplies, aswellas £

animals and plants. They were also complete with paddies for when the wind "
swells, stars, the lapping of waves against the canoes, the flight patterns of b

lfeach about olynesia with
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Moana and Hawaii Five-O
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Once these Polynesian islands were settled, distinct cultures began to develop, although interaction between these islands was frequent and they shared many cultural similarities. Nearly every i
facet of Polynesian society encouraged a close-knit sense of community, one that emphasized relationships and kindness, Polynesian socety was typically organized into hl-l'l'llll.i.t;p!:m“y an the
larger, volcanic islands In which resources were fairly spread out. These hamlats consisted of a few houses and a couple exten ded families. They typlcally were invalleys and had gar enls_ uf:*wn
patches, and coconut and breadfruit trees nearby. The houses were rectingy ar shaped with a thatched rocf and open scross the front, and they would be elevated on platforms, the height ich

was determined by one's status. A commaner’s house was likely only 3 few inc
places like Samoa, villages became the standard. Bul It along the coast, paths w
protect from the ¢lements,

hes off the ground, whereas the house of a chiel, priect or warrior may have been seven to wight feet off the ground. In
ould run batween the houses, and instead of walls, mats would be attached to the roof that could be unrolled to

as patrilineal, meaning the father was the head of the household and the ehildren belonged to thelr father’s lineage. These viilages were aften very

he family structure w
Within these communities, the family advance their own power at the expense of those below them. Rather, they were

equitable. Although there were chiels, they ware typ ically regarded as first amongst equals, and could not
responsible for the organization of the community; feasts, celebrations, or leading in battle

1 and welcoming. Shortly atter baing boen, thair older siblings would be responsible for taking care of them, and these children often formed & large playjroup with the

L 3 of prandparents would adopt children if ane family had a large number of them, and childran would lreely go from one house to another. The

children of other famlies. Oftentimes cousin

b hildren and grandparents w hing about social skills or family history, The birth of a child was a highly celebrated event as
relationship between chitdren

as very relased and often included bantering and teac
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= Additional module resources to dive deeper: Each module has an average of four
additional teaching resources that go further in depth with content. For example,
when | was highlighting the Renaissance to lead into the Enlightenment, | was able to
use one of the additional resources to teach about the Medici family, one of Italy’s
most powerful families during the Renaissance. In this lesson, Poptential creatively

presented the lesson to the tune of The Addams Family. This really allowed my musical

learners to connect to the curriculum.

Poptential
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Moreover wi must dillgently consider the bounds and limits of exciting laughter by derision, and wha it 1s we deride; for laughter s not aroused by jeering ot a poor unfortunate Ror yet al an bpen 1 y L T L
rascal and blackguard, because the latber seems to ment greater punishment than than of being ridiculed.. We out alse to treat with respect thase whao are unhversal fivorites and beloved by oll and IS
F
powarful, for by jeering at these persons a man may sometimaes being danperous enmities upon himeoll® page 124 of the book of the courtier )
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ARE YOU GETTING IT?

What is Castiglione arguing here?
if you think a joke won't land- go for it.
Only joke about those who are more powerful than you
Exercise extreme caution when joking about people

Only joke at those |ess fortunate than you

Ready-to-go lessons make life so much easier.

The curriculum closely aligns with learning standards, so pulling together
additional resources is not necessary (saving my valuable time). This allows more
time to focus on other areas of life! | feel that as a huge fan of pop culture, | am
able to be real in the classroom, teaching with passion and sharing content with

my students in a way | know will be memorable.

My students are excited to participate in class.

My students’ excitement and engagement with Poptential content is evident in
daily Q&As. The pop culture references are truly engaging, and students love
that they are able to learn with these memorable connections. | fully put my
stamp of approval on this free curriculum. It has ignited an excitement for World

History, not only for myself but also for my students!

Whether you teach Government, Economics, American History, or World History, using
Poptential will increase student engagement and classroom effectiveness. Check out
Poptential now to get this free curriculum that includes standards-based lessons, videos,
bell ringers, quizzes, and more, ready-to-go for your history classroom.

Explore Poptential
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